Acrosin, the peculiar sperm-specific serine protease.
The sperm enzyme acrosin has long been known as one of the key enzymes in the mammalian fertilization process. Elucidation of primary structures of preproacrosin from various species have allowed a deeper insight into the structural organization and the complex evolution of the sperm proteinase acrosin. In addition to the typical elements of serine proteases, the acrosin molecule possesses one novel domain that might convey DNA-binding properties.